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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1949. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Dunstable, 
October^  1950. 

To  the  Mayor y Aldermen  & Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dunstable. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1949  I would  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  comparative  statistics.  The  birth  rate  has  fallen  since 
the  peak  year  1947  from  24.7  to  16.3  and  is  now  at  the  same  level  as 
in  1941 — 1943.  The  population  figures  show  rather  a slow  rise 
from  year  to  year  ; in  the  last  ten  years  it  has  only  increased  by  two 
and  a half  thousand.  It  seems  unlikely  that  the  population  will 
increase  in  the  future  unless  more  industries  are  established  in  the 
town  or  the  town  develops  more  extensively  as  a dormitory  for  Luton^ 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  requires  little  comment* 
Measles  was  very  prevalent.  Diphtheria  was  completely  absent* 
Five  cases  of  “ Polio  ” were  notified  compared  with  no  cases  in  1948» 
one  case  in  1947  and  none  in  1946. 

Housing  still  remains  a great  problem  and  the  chances  of  young 
married  people  getting  homes  to  themselves  are  as  remote  as  ever. 
Many  young  persons  of  marriageable  age  feel  very  frustrated  and 
unhappy  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  housing  shortage  is  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  the  low  birth  rate. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory 
state  and  badly  over-loaded,  and  this  is  a matter  which  must  receive 
urgent  considertion.  I would  draw  attention  to  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  remarks  on  this  matter  in  his  part  of  the  Report. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  my  thanks  for  the  help  they  have  always  given 
in  my  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  A.  PARGETER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF, 

{a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

H.  A.  A.  Pargeter,  M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  Bishop.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  In- 
spector of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector* 

H.  Stew.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  In- 
spector of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(d)  Rodent  Officer . 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board  as  Sanitary  Inspector.  (8.3.1950). 

(e)  Chief  Clerkj Shorthand  Typist. 

Mrs.  D,  F.  Wordsworth. 

( / ) / unior  Clerk. 

Miss  R.  A.  Fensome. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

1 . Vital  Statistics, 

Area  of  Borough,  2,028  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar- General  ...  17,110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

as  at  31st  December,  1949  ...  ...  ...  4,895 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  December,  1949.  ...  ^£85,663 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  taken  at  31st  March,  1949  ;£333 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  : 

(«)  Council  : Permanent  ...  ...  ...  69 

(b)  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  25 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1949. 


The  following  tables 
the  year  1949  as  furnished 


give  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
by  the  Registrar- General  :■ — 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

...  279 

139 

140 

Legitimate 

...  266 

131 

135 

Illegitimate 

...  13 

8 

5 

Still  Births 

...  8 

6 

2 

Legitimate 

...  8 

6 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

...  185 

81 

104 

Birth  Rate  per 
population,  16.3 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
still)  births,  27.9 

Death  Rate  per 
population,  10.8. 


1,000  of 


(live  and 
1,000  of 


3 


There  were  2 deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth.  There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  12.  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  43 

Legitimate  12.  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  44 
Illegitimate  — Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


2.  Population* 


The  population  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- General 
since  1933,  when  the  Borough  was  extended  to  its  present  area,  are 
as  follows  : — 


1933  (mid-year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,293 

1934  „ 10,520 

1935  „ 11,330 

1936  „ ...  12,800 

1937  „ 13,450 

1938  „ 13,760 

1939  „ 14,720 

1940  „ •••  15,730 

1941  „ 18,040 

1942  „ 17,130 

1943  „ 16,450 

1944  „ 16,160 

1945  „ 15,680 

1946  „ 16,010 

1947  „ ...  16,490 

1948  „ 16,990 

1949  „ 17,110 


The  natural  increase  in  the  population  or  difference  between 
the  birth  and  death  rates  are  as  follows 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


6.1 

7.2 

8.4 

8.2 

9.3 

...  15.9 

...  11.1 

5.5 


4 

3 and  4*  Birth  and  Death  Rates* 


Year 

Population 

1 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death 
Rate  for 
England 
^ Wales 

Reg.  Gen's 
Estimate 

Local 

Estimate 

1941 

18,040 

18,789 

274 

15 

181 

10.0 

- 

1942 

17,130 

17,330 

274 

16 

169 

9.9 

11.6 

1943 

16,450 

16,069 

266 

16 

156 

9.5 

12.1 

1944 

16,160 

16,349 

320 

20 

185 

11.4 

11.6 

1945 

15,680 

16,831 

294 

19 

164 

10.5 

11.4 

1946 

16,010 

16.636 

305 

19 

156 

9.7 

11.5 

1947 

16,490 

16,781 

407 

25 

145 

8.8 

12.0 

1948 

16,990 

17,143 

317 

19 

130 

7.6 

10.8 

1949 

17,110 

17,321 

279 

16 

185 

10.8 

11.7 

Causes  of  Death* 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the  Registrar-General’s 

statistics  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  causes 

81 

104 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis... 

— 

1 

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  ; 
Uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  ... 

9 

11 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

6 

14 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

22 

23 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis 

8 

2 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

5 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

2 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abortion  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

— 

2 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 

Infantile  Diseases 

2 

2 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

8 

15 
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6*  Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shows  Infantile  Mortality  from  stated 
causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


W 

eeks 

Total 

under 

one 

month 

Months 

1 

Total 

under 

one 

year 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9- 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Accidental  Death  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Gastro-enteritis 

2 

— 

2 

Birth  Injury 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Septic  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Erythroblastoma 

Foetalis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

3 

— 

12 

Infant  Mortality. 


Total 

Live  Births 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate-D  unstable 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate~England 
and  Wales 

1938  ... 

243 

46 

53 

1939  ... 

231 

25 

50 

1940  ... 

244 

86 

55 

1941  ... 

274 

55 

59 

1942  ... 

274 

55 

49 

1943  ... 

275 

44 

49 

1944  ... 

320 

36 

46 

1945  ... 

294 

30 

46 

1946  ... 

305 

56 

43 

1947  ... 

407 

7 

41 

1948  ... 

317 

22 

34 

1949  ... 

279 

43 

32 

7.  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  2 maternal  deaths  during  1949. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death  rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
Year  1949. 

(England  and  Wales,  Lcndcn,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Srraller  Towns). 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population,  {a) 


Borough 

of 

Dunstable 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
{Resident 
Pop.  25,000 
—50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Births  : 

Live 

16.3 

16.7(c) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

Still 

0.47 

0.39(c) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

10.8 

11.7(c) 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

Typhoid  & Para- 
typhoid Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.12 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Influenza 

0.17 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
& Polioencephalitis 

0.06 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.58 

0.51 

0,56 

0.49 

0.59 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births. 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age 

43 

32(6) 

37 

30 

29 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

7.2 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Populatian. 

Notifications  : 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.11 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

Whooping  Cough 

0.53 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

0.12 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.90 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia 

0.29 

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.55 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

0.23 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

Acute 

Polioencephalitis 

0.05 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.00 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 


(a)  Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever 

0.00 

6.31 

5.30 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0.00 

8.14 

(b)  Maternal 

Mortality  : 
Puerperal  Infection 
(No.  147) 

Abortion  with 

0.00 

r 0.11 

• 

Sepsis  (No.  140) 
Abortion  without 

0.00 

1 0.11 

► Not  availa 

ble 

Sepsis  (No.  141) 

0.00 

0.05 

Others 

6.9 

0.71 

Total  

6.9 

0.98 

(a)  A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications. 
(b)  Per  1,000  related  births.  (o)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 


Comparative  Statistics  for  1941 — 1949. 
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SECTION  F— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1 . Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  General  Statistics*  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  during  1949  together  with  the 
number  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  deaths  from  these  diseases  : — 

I 

Total  Cases  Total 


Diseases 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Registered 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

19 

11 



Whooping  Cough 

9 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

1 

Ac.  Polioencephalitis 

1 

•* 

i 

— 

Measles  (excluding  rubella) 

170 

3 



Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

5 

3 

10 

Dysentery 

— 

- — 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

i 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

i — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

1 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  more  important 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  according  to  age  : — 


Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

Disease 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Total 

year 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

over 

Scarlet  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal 

— 

1 

1 

10 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

Ac.  Polio- 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

encephalitis 

' ■ 

1 

1 

(b)  No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(c)  Scarlet  Fever. 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

Case-rate  per  1,000 

Case-rate  for 
England  and  Wales 

1949 

19 

1.11 

1.63 

9 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1940 

15 

1945 

32 

1941 

38 

1946 

31 

1942 

59 

1947 

19 

1943 

65 

1948 

9 

1944 

40 

1949 

19 

(d)  Diphtheria  : — The  following  table  shows  the 

number ' of 

cases  of  Diphtheria 

which  have  occurred  during  the  last  ten  years  : — 

1940 

9 

1945 

0 

1941 

9 

1946 

2 

1942 

6 

1947 

2 

1943 

9 

1948  ... 

_ 2 

1944 

2 

1949 

0 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease  since  the  yearl937. 


2.  Cancer. 


The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  Cancer  deaths 
during  the  last  10  years  : — 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1940 

14 

17 

31 

1.97 

1941 

10 

14 

24 

1.33 

1942 

17 

13 

30 

1.75 

1943 

11 

12 

23 

1.4 

1944 

13 

15 

28 

1.73 

1945 

16 

15 

31 

1.97 

1946 

16 

17 

33 

2.06 

1947 

14 

13 

27 

1.64 

1948 

15 

10 

25 

1.47 

1949 

13 

16 

29 

1.69 

3.  Tuberculosis 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1949  : — 


New  ( 

'^ases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

1 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respir 

atory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  

1-  

1 

5-  

10-  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-  

20-  ... 

25-  

35-  

45-  

1 

1 

A 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

c 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0 

1 

--  — 



, 

- 

55-  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

11 

9 

1 

1 

— 

1 : _ 

1 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  from  Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


0.12 

0.12 
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BOROUGH  OF  DUNSTABLE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices, 
Dunstable. 

24th  Augustf  1950, 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor ^ Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Dunstable. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Westray  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

Special  attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  paragraph  dealing  with 
Sewage  Disposal  and  although  the  facts  are  well  known  to  the  Council 
too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  placed  upon  the  need  for  speedy 
action  in  this  matter. 

The  Report  indicates  considerably  increased  activity  in  connect- 
ion with  Food  and  Food  Handling  and  the  taking  of  samples  of  food 
and  ice-cream.  The  qualification  of  the  Rodent  Officer  as  a sanitary 
inspector  and  his  transfer  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  a position  as  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  should  allow  more 
time  to  be  spent  on  both  sanitary  and  food  matters. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  other 
members  of  the  Corporation  for  the  support  given  to  me.  My 
thanks  are  also  extended  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his 
very  ready  help  and  guidance  and  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for 
their  assistance. 


Yours  obediently, 

A.  BISHOP, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply* 

There  was  no  change  in  relation  to  the  supply  arrangements 
which  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Eastern  Gas  Board  as  prior 
to  the  Nationalisation  of  the  Gas  Industry  the  Dunstable  Water 
Under-taking  was  owned  by  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

The  bulk  of  the  supply  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the 
Borough  and  this  is  augmented  by  a supply  from  the  Water  Company 
at  Luton. 

The  following  information  is  supplied  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  Circular  2/50  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  January  25th  1950. 

(a)  There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  j'^ear  and  the  qual- 
ity was  maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard. 

(b)  There  is  very  little  risk  of  contamination.  The  water  is 
hard  and  very  little  lead  is  used  in  the  process  of  distribution.  Care 
is  taken  to  ensure  that  persons  engaged  in  the  Wells  are  medically 
examined  when  this  is  necessary  to  prevent  risk  of  infection  or 
contamination. 

(c)  Apart  from  the  laying  of  mains  in  connection  with  new 
housing  estates  there  were  no  new  works  of  great  importance. 

(d)  There  are  only  7 houses  serving  a population  of  approx- 
imately 25/30  persons  which  have  no  separate  piped  supply.  Of 
these  houses  one  standpipe  serves  5 houses  and  one,  two  houses. 

Results  of  the  Examination  of  Water  Samples. 

Bacteriological  Samples. 

30  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  with  two 
exceptions  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory,  a typical  laboratory 
report  being  as  follows  : — 

“This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity 
consistent  with  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.” 

The  exceptions  were  reported  as  follows  : — 

1.  6—12—1949. 

“This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The  water 
carries  a very  appreciable  number  of  bacteria  although,  in 
the  absence  of  organisms  of  the  coli-aerogenes  group,  there  is 
no  evidence  of  dangerous  contamination.  The  water  is 
considered  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes  but  the  results  are  abnormal  compared 
with  those  normally  recorded  for  samples  taken  at  this  point.’, 
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2.  15—12—1949. 

“This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  Since  the 
water  is  free  from  organisms  of  the  coli-aerogenes  group  in 
100  m.l.  it  is  considered  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  use.  The  water  carries,  however, 
appreciable  numbers  of  bacteria  which  are  greater  than 
normally  recorded  in  samples  collected  at  this  point.” 

These  last  two  samples  were  taken  at  the  point  at  which  tho 
supply  enters  the  borough. 

Chemical  Samples. 

Four  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  were  uniformly 
satisfactory,  a typical  report  being  as  follows  : — 

“This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is 
hard  in  character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree  and  it  con- 
tains no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution. 
It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality.  From  the 
aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  consistent 
with  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.” 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage* 

{a)  Sewage  Disposal. 

Conditions  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  remain  in  the  same 
unsatisfactory  state  as  reported  in  the  previous  Annual  Reports. 
The  plant  and  the  works  generally  are  badly  overloaded  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  maintain  a satisfactory  effluent. 

Nothing  of  a definite  nature  has  materialised  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  new  Disposal  Works  but  while  the  matter  is  being 
actively  pursued  every  effort  is  being  made  by  way  of  temporary 
expedients  to  keep  the  existing  works  operating  and  to  achieve  the 
best  possible  results. 

{b)  New  Sewers  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  except 
those  in  connection  with  housing  development. 

No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  proceed  with  the  actual  work  in 
connection  with  the  provision  of  storm  water  sewers  in  the  North 
end  of  the  town.  Flooding  of  yards  in  connection  with  dwelling- 
houses  and  basements  of  shops  and  premises  with  sewage  still  occurs 
during  heavy  rainfall,  due  to  overcharging  of  soil  sewers.  This 
source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  occupants  of  the  premises 
involved  is  such  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  as  a matter  of 
urgency. 

Regular  inspection  and  flushing  of  the  sewerage  system  has 
continued  and  generally  speaking  the  soil  sewers  are  in  good  order. 
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2.  Rivers  and  Streams* 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  area. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  borough  which  are  without  separ- 
ate W.C.  accommodation  is  very  small  and  are  mostly  situated  in 
such  localities  as  Chapel  Walk,  Manchester  Place  and  High  Street 
North  properties,  all  of  which  will  be  dealt  with  as  unfit  properties 
under  the  Housing  Acts  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

A few  cases  where  closets  have  no  flushing  tanks  have  come  to 
light  and  these  are  being  dealt  with. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  Collectio?i  and  Disposal. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  methods  employed.  The 
regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  has  been  maintained 
except  for  temporary  re-arrangements  due  to  weather  conditions,  etc. 

During  the  winter  months  refuse  was  again  tipped  into  the  old 
chalk  pit  near  to  the  Swimming  Pool  and  a considerable  improvement 
has  been  effected  in  filling  up  this  pit  and  reclaiming  it  for  use. 
Tipping  was  continued  on  the  permanent  tip  during  the  summer 
months. 

Conditions  generally  were  satisfactory  although  at  times  it  was 
not  easy  to  get  satisfaetory  eovering  material. 

Both  tips  have  received  treatment  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and 
little  trouble  has  been  experienced  since  the  initial  major  treatment. 

(b)  Salvage. 

Salvage  other  than  waste  food  is  collected  from  households  and 
business  premises  at  the  same  time  as  house  refuse,  and  is  carried 
in  trailers  attached  to  the  refuse  collecting  vehicle.  There  was  an 
increase  of  19  tons  in  the  amount  of  waste  paper  eollected  over  the 
1948  figure  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  1949  figure  of  228 
tons  is  17  tons  more  than  the  peak  war  year’s  figure  of  211  tons  in 
1942. 

Kitehen  waste  is  still  colleeted  in  the  main  from  bins  provided 
in  the  streets,  although  about  100  houses  on  the  Beecroft  Estate  have 
been  provided  with  separate  household  containers.  This  was  done 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether  the  result  justified  the  intro- 
duction of  the  service  throughout  the  borough  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  street  bins.  While  it  is  not  possible  to  give  any  definite 
information  in  the  matter  I am  inclined  to  the  view  that  an  exten- 
sion of  the  service  is  worth  while. 

Although  the  1949  collection  fell  from  308  tons  in  1948  to  304 
tons  in  1949  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  1949  figure  is  37  tons 
more  than  the  peak  war  figures  of  267  tons  in  1944. 

The  value  of  salvage  sold  in  1949  exceeded  the  1948  figure 
by  /!194. 


15 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  and  value  of  salvage 
collected  during  the  year  and  a comparison  with  last  year. 


Material 

Year  1948 

Year  1949 

tons 

cwts.  qrs. 

Ihs. 

tons  cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper 

207 

6 

2 

— 

228  5 

3 

— 

Heavy  Iron 

10 

8 

— 

— 

10  19 

3 

21 

Rags 

5 

12 

— 

17 

5 16 

6 

24 

Bones 

1 

7 

2 

14 

— 8 

2 

15 

Brass,  Aluminium,  Lead,  Copper 

— 

13 

2 

23 

— 14 

— 

27 

Bottles  and  Jars 

8 

12 

— 

— 

1 gross. 

3 doz. 

Waste  Food 

308 

15 

1 

— 

304  — 

3 

— 

Value  ... 

£2,177 

3 

2 

£2,370 

16 

7 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

There  are  only  24  cesspools  in  the  borough  and  these  provide 
for  the  drainage  of  40  premises.  With  few  exceptions  the  premises 
are  so  situated  that  it  is  not  possible  to  drain  to  sewers.  Cleansing  of 
these  cesspools  is  carried  out,  on  payment,  by  the  Luton  Rural 
District  Council  who  have  modern  plant  to  do  the  work. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  schedules  give  details  as  to  the  number  of  inspec- 
tions made  and  the  results  of  the  notices  served. 


Inspections  of  premises  where  nuisances  were  found 
Visits  to  property  under  notice  or  re  work  in  progress 
Visits  re  drainage  of  existing  buildings 
Inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  : — 

Public  Conveniences 
Canteens 

Factories  and  workplaces 

Schools 

Shops 

Offices 

Restaurants  ... 

Cinema  and  Public  Houses  ... 

Visits  re  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage 
Visits  re  keeping  of  animals  and  accumulations  of  refuse 
Inspections  of  Factories  : with  mechanical  power 

without  do.  ... 

Visits  re  smoke  nuisances 
Visits  re  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ... 

Visits  re  rats  and  mice 
Visits  re  other  vermin 


Visits  re  disinfection  and  infectious  disease  inquiries 
Visits  re  manufacture,  preparation  and  storage  of  fooc 
Slaughterhouses 
Shops 

Dairies  and  milkshops 
Ice-cream  premises  ... 

Canteen  and  restaurant  kitchens 
Chip  potato  and  fish  friers 
Markets  (including  Fairs)  ... 

Bakehouses 


at 


1949 


303 

406 

167 

35 

4 

19 

16 

12 

2 

27 

12 

530 

17 

44 

17 

11 

13 

733 

29 

75 

266 

96 

114 

82 

48 

54 

100 

32 
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Butchers 
Greengrocers  ... 

Fish  shops 
Railway  station 

Visits.re  swimming  pools  ...  . ... 

Measurements  of  rooms  to  ascertain  permitted  numbers 
Visits  re  applications  for  Council  houses 
Administration  of  Shops  Acts 
Miscellaneous  visits 


1949 


32 

2 

3 

4 

22 

3 

266 

45 

163 


! 1949 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  | nil 

Number  of  Informal  and  Verbal  Notices  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 263 


Schedule  of  Work  Done. 


1949 


{a)  Structural  Defects. 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 
Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Chimneys  repointed,  etc.  and  pots  renewed 

R.W.  pipes  refixed,  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed 

Windows  made  to  open 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed 

Main  walls  repointed  or  cement  rendered 

Main  walls  rebuilt 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 

Ceilings  replastered 

Walls  replastered  or  matchboarding  renewed 
Dampness  eradicated  in  walls  and  ceilings 

Sashcords  renewed  

Staircases  repaired  and/or  handrails  provided 
Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
Smoking  flues  remedied 
Rooms  and  staircases  redecorated  ... 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Miscellaneous  repairs  ... 

{b)  Foul  Conditions. 

Obstructed  drains  cleared 

Obstructed  sewers  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor 


35 

11 

11 

3 
46 
12 
12 

4 
2 

17 

21 

39 

20 

22 

3 

10 

3 

35 

6 

9 


33 

3 


(c)  Drainage,  Paving  and  Water  Supplies. 

Bathrooms  provided  ... 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

W.C.  pans  renewed  

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
Cold  water  supply  tanks  repaired  or  renewed 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided.  W.C.  structures  repaired,  cleansed  or  rebuilt 

Defective  joint  between  flush  pipe  and  W.C.  pan  renewed 

W.C.’s  provided  with  water  supply  and/or  water  pipes  repaired 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed 

Gully  drains  repaired  or  dishing  renewed 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  provided 

Sink  and  bath  wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Manholes  and/or  covers  repaired  or  renewed 

Additional  sinks  provided  or  renewed 

Lavatory  basins  provided 


1 

9 

12 

11 

2 

10 

5 
4 
2 

6 
3 
6 
3 
3 
3 


{d)  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Inns,  etc. 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  or  improved 

Floors  renewed 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  ... 

(e)  Collection  of  Refuse  and  Salvage. 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ... 

New  dustbins  provided 


2 

2 

3 


1 

191 
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(/)  Keeping  of  Animals. 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 
Discontinued  after  informal  action 
New  pigsties  erected  and  drainage  provided 


1949 


2 


1 

1 


(g)  Other  Nuisances,  including  Offensive  Trades. 
Stuctural  alterations  and  improvements 

{h)  Schools. 

W.C.s  cleansed  and  limewashed 
W.C.  tanks  repaired  ... 

School  redecorated 


1 


2 

2 

1 


(i)  Infectious  Disease. 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  and  other  diseases 
Ambulances  disinfected 


12 

5 


(»■)  Verminous  Conditions. 

Rooms  disinfested 
Wasps  nests  destroyed 

Two  lorry  loads  of  verminous  bedding  and  clothing  destroyed 


10 

20 


(ife)  Factories,  including  Bakehouses. 

Improved  lighting  provided  in  sanitary  accommodation 

Existing  sanitary  accommodation  improved 

Existing  sanitary  accommodation  cleansed 

Premises  cleansed  and  painted 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

New  concrete  floor  laid 


2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


(/)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

New  floors  laid 

Dairy  enlarged  and  internally  reconstructed 
W.C.  accommodation  cleansed  and  repaired 

(w)  Restaurant,  Hotel  and  Canteen  Kitchens. 

Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  between  W.C.  and  kitchen 
Cleansed 

Additional  sanitary  accornmodation  provided 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved 

New  food  store  and  kitchen  provided 

Leaking  roof  repaired 

Drains  repaired 

New  frying  range  fixed 

(n)  Food  Manufacturing  Premises. 

Plastering  repaired  ... 

Rooms  cleansed  and  decorated 

New  sink  and  washing  facilities  provided  ... 


(o)  Shops. 

Cleansed 

Washing  facilities  provided  ... 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided 
Drains  relaid 

Walls  and  ceilings  replastered 

Floors  repaired 

Hot  water  supplied  ... 

(P)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Vans  removed 


1 

1 

I 


1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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Offensive  Trades  : — Section  107  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Offensive  trades  are  not  a problem  in  the  Borough.  Only 
three  premises  are  registered,  in  each  case  the  trade  is  that  of  dealing 
in  rags. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  inspections  made,  Notices 
served  and  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
are  set  out  below  : — 

(1)  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occ  upiers 
Prosec  uted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

6 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
above  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

89 

44 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  ... 

5 

1 

Total  

100 

62 

— 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Particulars 

« 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

N umber  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instit  uted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

--- 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floor 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

{b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . . . 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Homework) 

2 

2 

■ 

■ ' ' 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111. 


SECTION  110 

SECTION  111 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

workers  in 

cases  of 

No.  of 

instances 

August 

defa  ult 

prosec  u- 

of  work 

Nature  of  Work 

list 

in  sending 

tions  for 

in  un- 

req  uired 

lists  to 

failure  to 

wholesome 

Notices 

Prosec  u- 

by  Sect. 

the  Council 

s upply 

premises 

Served 

tions 

no  (0  (c) 

lists 

( Making, 

Wearing  1 etc.... 

apparel  | Cleaning 

1 &washing 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  Bags 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mounting  and  carding 

of  feathers 

2 

— 

— — 

19 


(iv)  Shops  and  Offices* 

(a)  Sanitary  Conditions. 

Although  only  12  visits  to  shops  and  offices  are  recorded  as 
being  concerned  with  sanitary  accommodation  more  than  500  visits 
were  paid  to  shops  in  connection  with  other  duties  concerned  with 
the  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts,  and  the  various  duties  in 
connection  with  food  inspections,  etc. 

Works  carried  out  include  provision  of  washing  facilities  and 
provision  of  additional  sanitary  accommodation  in  two  instances, 
and  repairs  to  drains,  plastering  on  walls  and  ceilings,  etc. 

{b)  Sunday  Trading,  Early  Closing  and  Employment  of  Young 
Persons. 

Inspections  in  connection  with  these  matters  show  that  there  is 
quite  a considerable  amount  of  Sunday  Trading  going  on,  more 
particularly  in  small  shops.  In  the  main  the  goods  sold  are  those 
allowed  in  the  Act.  In  one  case  where  rationed  goods  not  exempted 
were  being  sold  a written  warning  was  given. 

(v)  Camping  Sites* 

There  are  no  camping  sites  or  vans  licensed  in  the  Borough. 

No  troubles  were  experienced  during  the  year. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  serious  trouble  was  experienced  as  a result  of  smoke.  The 
type  of  industry  in  the  Borough  is  such  that  the  amount  of  smoke 
emitted  is  very  small. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools* 

Twenty  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


(a)  Dunstable  Grammar  School  Pool. 

Eight  samples  were  submitted.  The  nature  of  the  samples  and 
the  results  of  examination  are  shown  below  : — 


Date 

Samples 

Result 

816149 

Chemical  . . . 
Bacteriological 

Satisfactory  for  bathing  purposes. 

6/7/49 

Inlet 

Outlet 

27/7/49 

Inlet 

Outlet 

17/8/49 

Chemical  . . . 

Chemical  result  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological 

Bacterial  count  high  and  coliform  bacilli  present.  The 
water  cannot  be  considered  safe  for  bathing  purposes  until 
the  chlorine  content  is  increased. 

Copies  of  the  reports  were  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  to  the  School  Authorities. 
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(6)  California  Swimming  Pool. 

Ten  samples  were  submitted.  The  following  table  shows  the 
nature  and  results  of  the  examination  of  each  sample. 


Date 

Samples 

Result 

8/6/49 

Chemical  . . . 
Bacteriological 

“ The  chemical  results  show  the  presence  of  some  vegetable 
matter.  The  bacteriological  examination  shows  that 
excremental  organisms  are  absent  but  the  total  count 
figures  are  very  high — the  filtration  plant  was  not  in  use — 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  hand  chlorination  was  in- 
adequate.” 

617149 

Inlet  . 

Satisfactory. 

Outlet 

27/7/49 

Inlet 

,,  free  chlorine,  0.1  p.p.m. 

Outlet 

9/8/49 

Inlet 

„ ,,  more  than  0.5  p.p.m. 

Outlet 

17/8/49 

Chemical  . . . 
Bacteriological 

“ The  combined  results  show  this  water  to  be  safe  for 
bathing  purposes.” 

(c)  Social  Club  Swimming  Pool — A.C.  Sphinx  Spark  Plug  Co. 

Early  in  the  year  samples  were  taken  to  establish  the  suitability 
of  a small  reservoir  for  bathing  purposes. 

Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  were  reported 
as  safe  for  bathing  purposes. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs* 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs 
is  set  out  below  : — 


1949 

(a) 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

(1) 

Infested 

(2) 

Disinfested  .. 

• ♦ • 

* • • 

— 

(b) 

Number  of  other  Houses 

(1) 

Infested 

• • » 

• • • 

5 

(2) 

Disinfested... 

... 

... 

5 

Insecticide  was  used  in  each  case  and  the  work  was  done  by 
Corporation  employees. 


(ix)  Rat  Destruction* 

(a)  Sewers. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  Local  Authority 
Circular  N.S.19  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  a start 
was  made  on  the  disinfestation  of  the  sewers  as  soon  as  the  Rodent 
Officer  was  appointed  in  January. 

Of  the  530  manholes  on  the  foul  sewer  system  116  were  test 
baited  and  inspected  and  two  distinct  areas  only  were  found  to  be 
infested.  These  areas  contained  63  and  41  manholes  respectively 
and  were  subjected  to  an  initial  poisoning  treatment  in  two  parts 
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The  first  part  of  the  treatment  comprised  the  loosening  of 
manhole  covers,  prebaiting,  poison  baiting  and  inspection  of  results 
in  all  the  manholes  in  the  infested  areas.  In  the  second  part  39  and 
16  manholes  respectively  were  similarly  treated  in  the  two  areas, 
using  a different  poison  and  at  its  conclusion  one  recorded  poison 
take  only  indicated  a satisfactory  result. 

A maintenance  treatment  in  August  was  undertaken  when  42 
and  26  manholes  respectively  in  the  two  areas  were  treated  and  no 
takes  were  recorded. 

(b)  S urface. 

75  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  were  investigated  and  dealt  with 
including  3 on  business  premises. 

In  February  a major  infestation  of  rats  on  the  Corporation  refuse 
tip  was  successfully  reduced  since  when  constant  inspection  and 
supervision  has  ensured  their  absence. 

Three  other  minor  infestations  on  Corporation  properties  were 
treated. 

Work  done  throughout  the  year  involved  733  visits  and  re-visits. 

4.  Schools. 

As  a result  of  representations  made  to  the  Governors  the  whole 
of  the  Ashton  Schools  were  re-decorated  and  repairs  to  the  sanitary 
arrangements  were  carried  out. 

5.  Cinemas. 

There  is  only  one  cinema  in  the  Borough  and  conditions  were 
found  satisfactory  on  inspection. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Unfit  Properties  and  Repairs. 

The  position  with  regard  to  unfit  properties  remains  unchanged. 
It  is  anticipated  however  that  a start  will  soon  be  made  to  carry  out 
the  detailed  inspections  of  some  of  those  which  are  regarded  as  the 
first  to  be  demolished  when  such  action  is  possible. 

No  organised  inspections  have  been  made  with  a view  to  the 
carrying  out  of  repairs  but  reference  to  the  schedule  of  work  carried 
out  will  show  that  a considerable  amount  of  repair  work  has  been 
carried  out  as  a result  of  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 

{b)  New  Ho  using. 

The  Corporation  has  since  the  War  made  available  for  rehousing 
396  dwellings. 

These  consist  of  : — 

50  pre-fabricated  bungalows  at  Downside  Estate,  Dunstable. 
290  permanent  houses  in  the  Beecroft  Estate,  Dunstable. 
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20  ex-army  huts  at  First  Avenue,  Dunstable. 

12  ex-army  hutments  at  Park  Farm  Estate,  Dunstable. 

24  flats  or  houses  in  requisitioned  and  Corporation  premises. 

Up  to  the  end  of  July,  1950,  contracts  for  427  houses  and  flats 
on  the  Beecroft  Estate  have  been  entered  into  of  which  290  had  been 
completed  and  91  commenced. 

Licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Corporation  for  the  erection  of 
124  houses  by  private  enterprise  and  of  these  121  have  been  com- 
pleted and  2 are  in  course  of  erection. 

There  are  153  applicants  for  licences  on  the  Waiting  List. 

(c)  Overcrowding  and  Re-housing. 

While  there  are  still  quite  a large  number  of  cases  of  over- 
crowding in  the  Borough,  I feel  that  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
most  serious  cases  is  somewhat  easier. 

The  Corporation  has  consistently  had  regard  to  need  in  dealing 
with  the  letting  of  houses  and  the  Points  Scheme  has  always  been 
used  bearing  this  factor  in  mind. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Waiting  List  at  the 
end  of  July,  1950,  was  764  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  position 
over  the  past  few  years. 


February  1948 

1,273  applicants 

March  1948  (after  revision) 

...  672 

July  1949 

849 

July  1950 

...  764 

SECTION  E:— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1 . Milk  Supply* 

(a)  Registration. 

The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 
Distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  42 

Dairies  9 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  authorising  use  of  Special 
Designation  : — 

(i)  “Sterilised”  24 

(ii)  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  9 

(hi)  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  Special 
Designation  : — 

(i)  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  “Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised”  1 
{h)  Inspections. 

114  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  milk  is  stored  or  sold. 
A number  of  improvements  to  Dairies  have  been  carried  out  and  in 
two  cases  the  premises  were  almost  reconstructed. 
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(c)  Sampling. 

58  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  and  are  set 
out  in  the  table  below  : — 


No. 

of 

Sample 

Result  of 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Result  of  Coliform  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 
Period  to 
decolourise 

Satisfactory 

B.  coli  present 
in  1/1 00th  m.l. 
in  1,  2 or  3 tubes 

1 

No 

4 hours 

Yes 

1 

2 

No 

5 hours 

No 

3 

— 

3 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 



4 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

5 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

— 

6 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

1 

7 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

8 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

— - 

9 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

— 

10 

Yes 

— 

Not  carried  out 

Unsatisfactory 

11 

Yes 

— 

Satisfactory 

12 

Yes 

— 

>> 

13 

Yes 

— 

9> 

41 

14 

Clinical  examination 

Blood  and  pus  cells  present 

15 

Yes 

Yes 

0 

No  blood 
present 

16 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

17 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

18 

Yes 



Yes 

0 

19 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

20 

Yes 



Yes 

0 

Blood  present 

21 

Yes 

Yes 

0 

No  blood 
present 

22 

Yes 

Yes 

0 

23 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

24 

Yes 



Yes 

0. 

_ ... 

25 

Yes 

Yes 

0 

44 

26 

Yes 

No 

3 

27 

Yes 

Yes 

0 

44 

28 

Yes 

= 

Yes 

0 

29 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

30 

Clinical  examination 

Not  carried  out 

44 

31 

Yes 



Satisfactory 

32 

Yes 

33 

Yes 

44 

34 

No 

i hour 

44 

35 

Yes 



Yes 

0 

36 

Yes 

No 

2 

— _ 

37 

Yes 

No 

2 



38 

No 

H hours 

No 

2 

__ 

39 

No 

1 hour 

No 

3 

40 

No 

4 hours 

No 

3 

■— 

41 

No 

4i  hours 

No 

3 

42 

No 

4 hours 

Yes 

0 

43 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

— 

44 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

0 

— 

45 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory 

46 

Yes 

— 



— 

Satisfactory 

47 

Yes 

— 

— 

. — 

48 

Yes 



49 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

50 

Yes 

— 

— ... 

— 

51 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

44 

52 

Yes 

— 

— 

53 

Yes 



— 

54 

Yes 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

55 

Yes 



- 

— 

— 

56 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•57 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

Clinical  examination 

No  T.B.  or 

Brucella  Abortus 
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Sample  No.  14  confirmed  a complaint  that  milk  in  one  churn 
delivered  to  a local  dairy  contained  blood. 

Samples  No.  15  to  29  were  taken  direct  from  individual  cows  on 
the  farm  from  which  the  milk  was  delivered.  The  presence  of 
blood  was  confirmed  in  sample  No.  20.  The  cow  was  isolated  and 
treated  and  a repeat  sample,  No.  30,  showed  no  recurrence  of  the 
trouble. 

Sample  No. 58  gave  a negative  result  in  an  examination  for 
Turberculosis  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

Sam.ples  No.9,  11,  33,  39  and  47  were  taken  from  School 
supplies. 


(d)  Ice-Cream  Samples. 

In  dealing  with  the  results  of  the  examinations  of  samples  of 
ice-cream  the  suggested  provisional  standard  is  that  50%  of  the 
samples  from  each  individual  manufacturer  or  retailer  should  fall 
into  Grade  1 , 80%  into  Grade  1 or  2,  not  more  than  20%  into  Grade 
3 and  none  in  Grade  4. 

Of  the  27  samples  submitted  10  were  placed  in  Grade  1 ; 9 in 

Grade  2 ; 2 in  Grade  3 and  6 in  Grade  4. 

In  the  case  of  Retailer  B,  samples  No.l,  2 and  3 were  unsatis- 
factory, the  4th  sample  could  only  reach  Grade  2 even  after  very 
careful  examination  and  endeavour.  Retailer  G.  had  two  very 
unsatisfactory  samples  out  of  four  taken,  while  two  out  of  the  four 
samples  taken  from  Retailer  I were  not  satisfactory  even  though  sold 
as  pre-packed. 

In  order  however  to  get  a true  indication  of  the  results  on  the 
provisional  standard  set  out  above  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  many 
more  samples  from  each  retailer  as  a percentage  basis  in  a maximum 
of  four  or  less  results  is  of  little  value. 

There  is  now  a tendency  on  the  part  of  local  retailers  to  retail 
either  pre-packed  ice-cream  supplied  to  them  by  wholesalers  or  to 
resort  to  the  “cold  mix”  method  thus  cutting  out  the  need  for  heat- 
ing and  temperature  recording,  etc.  with  the  consequent  risk  of  under- 
heating, the  need  for  sterilisation  of  additional  equipment,  etc. 
which  is  not  always  an  easy  proposition  in  the  ordinary  small  busi- 
ness. 
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2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods* 

(a)  Slaughterhouses. 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  is  of  modern  con- 
struction containing  reasonably  good  facilities.  Improvements  are 
continually  being  carried  out  and  I hope  that  consideration  will 
shortly  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a more  up-to-date  hot  water 
supply.  It  still  continues  to  be  used  as  a Crown-controlled 
Slaughterhouse. 

The  following  table  shows  the  carcases  slaughtered  and  inspected 
and  the  percentage  of  animals  either  wholly  condemned  or  some 
part  of  which  was  condemned  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

925 

216 

320 

1,711 

143 

All  diseases  except  T uber~ 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

334 

69 

1 

18 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

36.2 

32 

0.9 

1.2 

7.7 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

5 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

101 

59 

1 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 

tuberculosis 

11.4 

29.6 

0.6 

7.7 

Tuberculosis  in  Calves. 

One  case  of  congenital  tuberculosis  was  reported  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Animal  Health  Division. 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

One  case  was  discovered  although  only  one  cyst  was  found. 
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Table  showing  monthly  totals  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  : — 


Month 

Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1949 

January  ... 

63 

11 

10 

132 

20 

236 

February 

31 

26 

6 

161 

10 

234 

March 

19 

38 

16 

116 

9 

198 

April  

43 

18 

10 

104 

16 

191 

May 

76 

11 

4 

147 

7 

245 

June  

52 

10 

2 

126 

20 

210 

July  

95 

12 

6 

132 

8 

253 

August  ... 

114 

14 

15 

91 

8 

242 

September 

115 

19 

35 

121 

11 

301 

October  ... 

110 

20 

16 

84 

7 

237 

November 

147 

28 

154 

255 

9 

593 

December 

60 

9 

46 

242 

18 

375 

Totals 

925 

216 

320 

1,711 

143 

3,315 

Table  showing  monthly  and  yearly  totals  of  meat  from  various 
animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  Crown- 
controlled  Slaughterhouse  : — 


Month 

Bovine 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total  lbs. 

1949 

January 

1,739 

2 

133 

1,874 

February 

1,158 

— 

177 

244 

1,579 

March 

3,298 

— 

5 

140 

3,443 

April  ... 

1,267 

— 

6 

137 

1,410 

May 

1,731 

20 

12 

21 

1,784 

June  

666 

— 

6 

28 

700 

July  

1,346 

46 

5 

71 

1,468 

August 

1,122 

— 

5 

— 

1,127 

September 

2,288 

75 

187 

2,550 

October 

3,153 

3 

— 

26 

3,182 

November 

5,011 

52 

— 

32 

5,095 

December 

763 

63 

40 

10 

876 

Totals  ... 

23,542 

184 

333 

1,029 

25,088 

This  represents  1 1 tons  4 cwts.  meat  and  offal. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of  licences  to  act  as  slaughtermen  in  force  at  the 
end  of  the  year  remained  at  12,  of  these  only  6 operate  in  the  Borough. 
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(b)  Meat  and  Food  other  than  in  Slaughterhouse. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  offered  for  sale  was  567. 

The  table  hereunder  shows  the  amount  and  variety  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  destroyed 
or  utilised  for  animal  feeding  stuffs  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Article 

Tins  or  Packets 

lbs. 

Meat 

57 

201 

Fish 

184 

493i 

V egetables 

91 

— 

Fruit 

144 

150 

Milk  

91 

12  gallons 

Butter 

— 

Cheese 

18 

43i 

Bacon 



146i 

Dry  Provisions 

62 

212 

Soup 

36 

— 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

130 

— 

Preserves 

25 

— 

Breakfast  Foods 

3 

— 

Chicken 

— 

71 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

— 

Ice-cream 

142 

— 

Shellfish 

— 

240 

Sausage 

3 

21 

Sugar 

— 

29 

Meat  Extracts,  etc. 

65 

— 

Pies  ... 

36 

6 

Pastries 

— 

24 

Sweetphat  ... 

— 

2 

Food  Premises  Generally. 

Further  improvement  in  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or 
sold  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and  amongst  other  things 
additional  sanitary  accommodation  for  males  and  females  has  been 
provided  in  three  restaurants  ; one  kitchen  was  enlarged  and 
improved  and  repairs  to  walls  and  floors  carried  out  in  others. 

Registration.  Section  14 — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  state  of  the  Registers  was  as  follows  : — 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  : — 

Fish  and  Chipped  Potatoes  ...  ...  7 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cooked  Meat  ...  ...  ...  10 

Meat  Pies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  registered  for  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  : — 39 
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(d)  Adulteration  of  Food. 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  The  adulter- 
ation provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  administered 
by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council. 

{e)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Two  samples  of  a substance  alleged  to  be  Lard  Oil  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Enforcement  Officer. 

The  results  showed  that  there  was  no  mineral  oil  present. 
Excess  free  fatty  acid  and  a positive  Kreiss  test  showed  rancidity. 

The  substance  about  80  gallons  in  all  was  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  the  Ministry  was  informed  accordingly. 

(/)  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

A very  successful  Clean  Food  Campaign  and  Exhibition  was 
held  during  April,  1950.  A more  detailed  report  with  a considered 
opinion  as  to  any  result  achieved  will  be  included  in  the  1950  Report. 


Rainfall. 

The  following  figures  of  rainfall  in  the  Borough  over  the  last 
ten  years  are  included  in  the  Report  for  record  purposes  : — 

27.23  inches 

24.31  „ 

21.34  „ 

19.37  „ 

20.68  „ 

21.24  „ 

27.99  „ 

20.21  „ 

25.60  „ 

21.47  .. 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


